Taizé | September 30th, 2020
Theme: Welcome Home
One of the hallmarks of Taizé worship is deep silence, along with chanting and contemplative readings. Therefore, during the
Taizé service we have several periods of silence and no instructions or commentary. Follow along as best you can.
It is a little different sharing the songs of Taizé this evening: listen, sing, join in as you are comfortable with this beautiful music.
Thank you to Owen Bloomfield, and Cecily Heslett from Central Pentecostal.
Territorial Acknowledgement | Anglican Diocese of Niagara
We wish to acknowledge that we are on land, that at the time of contact, was held by the Attawandaron as an area of trade
and ceremony by the two rivers. At various times the land was occupied by both Haudenosaunee from the south and
Anishnaabe from the north. In more recent times, the Huron Treaty gave rights to the Mississaugaus of New Credit. May
we who dwell on or visit these lands and waterways also be good stewards and honour those who came before us. And
may our actions be guided by our commitment to reconciliation.

Opening Chant: In God Alone

Opening Prayer

Guide and Friend of every seeking heart,
you take upon yourself all that burdens our lives:
our days of doubt, our divided hearts,
our physical weakness and that fear of the future
which is often our companion.
And you transfigure them,
freeing us of all that weighs us down.
Lord of the perplexed,
enable us to rediscover your amazing truth —
that in your strength
we truly can begin to walk anew
with lightened step and clearer vision,
moving from the shadows
into the clear flowing waters
of your healing, gentle grace. Amen

(Iona Prayer Book)

Opening Chant (recap): In God Alone

Inspirational Reading: Song
Stay, stay at home, my heart, and rest;
Home-keeping hearts are happiest,
For those that wander they know not where
Are full of trouble and full of care;
To stay at home is best.
Weary and homesick and distressed,
They wander east, they wander west,
And are baffled and beaten and blown about
By the winds of the wilderness of doubt;
To stay at home is best.
Then stay at home, my heart, and rest;
The bird is safest in its nest;
O’er all that flutter their wings and fly
A hawk is hovering in the sky;
To stay at home is best.
(Henry Wadsworth Longfellow)

Inspirational Reading: Blessing for a Home
I’ve come to know a place I can call home:
It walls me gently round, it gives me space,
It offers me stillness, it contains my fears,
It roofs me safely under, gifts me grace,
It is both books and art, colour and light,
It shelves and stacks me, my life storage space;
It’s work and love and dust and green growing things,
It’s laughter, friends and food, it’s cat’s own place,
It is so full of me and all I am,
I’ve come to know a home, a sacred space.

(Rosie Miles, in A Book of Blessings, edited by Ruth Burgess)

We will hold a brief silence between the readings.
Chant of Praise: Let Us Praise Your Name

Psalm 84
How lovely are your dwellings, O God,
how beautiful are the holy places.
In the days of my pilgrimage I yearn for them:
they are the temples of your living presence.
I have a desire and longing to enter my true home:
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
For the sparrow has found a home for herself,
and the swallow a nest to lay her young.
Even so are those who dwell in your house —
they will always be praising you.
And your Spirit makes a home deep within us:
let us welcome and delight in your Presence.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are your ways,
who trudging through the plains of misery
find in them an unexpected spring,
a well from deep below the barren ground,
and the pools are filled with water.

They become springs of healing for others,
reservoirs of compassion to those who are bruised.
Strengthened themselves they lend courage to others,
and God will be there at the end of their journey.
O God of our ancestors, hear my prayer:
guide me as you did your servants of old.
Bless those who govern on the people’s behalf,
keep us close to your will and your ways.
One day lived in your presence
is better than a thousand in my dwelling.
I had rather beg in the burning sun
on the threshold of the house of my God
than sit in the cool courtyards
of luxury and worldly success.
For you are my light and my shield,
you will give me your grace and your glory.
You are ready with bountiful gifts,
overflowing to those who follow you.
Living God of love,
blessed are those who put their trust in you.

(Jim Cotter, Prayers for a Pilgrim People)

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke (19:1-10)
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief taxcollector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he
was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see Jesus, because he was going to pass
that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I
must stay at your house today.’ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to
grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the
Lord, ‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will
pay back four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this home, because he too is
a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’
Chant of Healing: Come and Pray in Us

Candle Lighting and Healing Prayer
Loving God,
We are living in strange and frightening times.
We know we are not the first people to live in times like these.
Calm our fears, send us your peace.
Inspire us to do good, however that is possible.
Inspire us to fight for justice, each in our own way.
Nothing seems normal, God,
and we need you to assure us that you are here
and we are loved.
Hear us when we call out to you.
Amen.

(Tea and Theology: Hope in Uncertain Times)

One of the most important aspects of Jesus’ ministry was healing. The Gospels tell stories of healings of many kinds. For some,
healing is liberation from something painful or difficult that holds them bound, for others forgiveness, for others a change that
allows them to return to their lives, their families and their communities. Healing involves more than just the physical, as it
encompasses relationships, feelings, prejudices, and so much more. Hurts ancient and recent need to be healed. Whatever
healing is for you, we pray tonight that God will bless you and those known to you who are suffering.
The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
This is God’s word, the word of our creator: ‘Do not be afraid – I will save you. I have called you by name – you are mine.
When you pass through deep waters, I will be with you; your troubles will not overwhelm you.’ So come with your fears and
your hopes, come with your sadness and your regrets, come with your pain and your doubt, come with whatever faith you
have. Whether the storm is around you or within, Jesus holds you; you are not alone.
You are invited to light a candle as you reflect on the healing you long for in your own life. You are encouraged, also, to pray in
solidarity with all who suffer.
Prayer to Enter Silence (from Psalm 132)
Enter into the Silence, into the Heart of Truth;
For herein lies the Great Mystery where life is ever unfolding....
Silent Contemplation. We sit in silence. The silence begins and ends with a chime.

Chant of Faith: By Your Cross

Reflection After Healing

This being human is a guest house.
Every morning a new arrival.
A joy, a depression, a meanness,
some momentary awareness comes
as an unexpected visitor.
Welcome and entertain them all!
Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows,
who violently sweep your house
empty of its furniture,
still, treat each guest honorably.
She may be clearing you out
for some new delight.
The dark thought, the shame, the malice,
meet them at the door laughing,
and invite them in.
Be grateful for whoever comes,
because each has been sent
as a guide from beyond.
(The Guest House by Rumi)

Prayers for the Kingdom: Kyrie
This Kyrie, “God have mercy,” is our prayer response and will be sung twice to begin and again between each petition.
Kyrie eleison,
kyrie eleison,
kyrie eleison,
kyrie eleison.
O God have mercy,
O God have mercy,
O God have mercy,
have mercy on us.

Hear our prayer today for all women and men, boys and girls who are homeless this day.
For those sleeping under bridges, on park benches, in doorways or bus stations.
For those who can only find shelter for the night but must wander in the daytime.
Refrain
For families broken because they could not afford to pay the rent.
For those who have no relatives or friends who can take them in.
For those who have no place to keep possessions that remind them who they are.
Refrain

For those who are afraid and hopeless.
For those who have been betrayed by our social safety net.
For all these people, we pray that you will provide shelter, security and hope.
Refrain
We pray for those of us with warm houses and comfortable beds
that we not be lulled into complacency and forgetfulness.
Refrain
Jesus, help us to see your face in the eyes of every homeless person we meet.
Empower us to work for justice and peace through words and deeds,
and through the political means we have.
Refrain
Give us open hearts to greet and meet the homeless people in our neighbourhoods.
in your name we pray.
Refrain
(https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2009/11/prayer-for-homeless-people.html)

Meditation on the Lord’s Prayer
Abba, Amma, Beloved, your name be hallowed, your reign spread among us,
your will be done well, at all times, in all places, on earth as in heaven.
Give us the bread we need for today.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Let us not fail in the time of our testing.
Spare us from trials too sharp to endure.
Free us from the grip of all evil powers.
For yours is the reign, the power and the glory, the victory of love,
for now and eternity, world without end.
Amen and amen.
Closing Prayer
Voice 1

Gracious God:
We are the church united as we pray from different locations,
connected through something more marvellous than technology —
your Spirit filling us with hope and vision.
We depart with thanksgiving.

Voice 2

Thank you for the many kindnesses we have experienced
in this time of social distancing: old friends reconnecting,
some households learning about togetherness,
others learning new quieter rhythms.
Thank you for the joy of food and the beauty of music.
Thank you for this season of fall
which reminds us of the cycle of life.

Voice 1

Even as there is much to be thankful for,
we come together with lament;
this virus has caused so much loss of life around the world.
So many suffer, so many families grieve,
and we don’t know when it will end.
We lament the financial burdens of this pandemic,
and that it has fallen heavily on the poorest,
with inequalities standing out more sharply than usual.

Voice 2

As we work on solving health problems,
help us build a society that addresses injustice.
We continue to pray for a vaccine for the Covid virus.
Give insight to researchers, and co-operation among nations,
so that all can benefit from scientific breakthroughs.
Give wisdom to our politicians making difficult decisions
about how and when to modify social distancing.
Help them find that fine balance between opening our economy
and safeguarding public health.

Voice 1

Keep us healthy and help us care for each other.
As we all make choices about who to see,
and how many we should see at a time,
help us refrain from judging each other,
just as we do not want to be judged by others.

Voice 2

Jesus, walk with us.
We trust in you, because you have been with us,
showing us the faithful path in good times and bad,
and you will be with us, come what may.

All

Amen.
(adapted from https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2020/05/living-with-a-pandemic-congregational-prayer.html)

Closing Chant: Sing out, my soul
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